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Beijing's futuristic airport is ready to take off
It R IR 2 EERIEFH(RESTEN R IR FEER

ONG BEFORE THEY set eyes on the

Bird’s Nest or CCTV Tower, visitors flying

in to Beijing Capital International Airport

can witness Mainland China’s architectural

revolution from their plane seat. The airport’s
iconic Terminal 3 has recently become fully operational,
wowing flyers with its elegant lines, modern facilities and
record-breaking scale.

Designed by British architect Sir Norman Foster,
who also designed Hong Kong International Airport,
Terminal 3 incorporates some of the latest airport
technology, with its user-friendly layout, high-speed
travelators and efficient baggage-handling system all
geared up for speedy passenger processing. From the
ground breaking in 2004 to its completion this year,
construction took a little less than four years.

Costing RMB21 billion (HK$23.3 billion), Sir Norman’s
creation is the world’s largest airport building, with
enough floorspace to house all five of London Heath-
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The red columns
of Beijing Capital
International
Airport recall the
architecture of the
Forbidden City
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Foster + Partners’
architectural rendering
of the terminal

Foster + Partnersfl "[,.::;: 1113 81 MMTITTIEETLISTE i
KigRetE

FLY WITH US

ARz

Dragonair flies eight
times a day to Beijing,
while its sister airline,
Cathay Pacific Airways,
operates daily flights
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row’s terminals. The roof area alone extends over 32
hectares (think 40 football pitches), with the mammoth
structure containing 445 lifts, 2,899 kilometres of cables
and a car park for 7,000 vehicles, as well as a host of
restaurants and retail outlets.

Sir Norman was asked by airport authorities to integrate
the dynastic style of the Forbidden City into the project
design and there are conspicuous nods to China’s cultural
heritage. Circular pillars in imperial crimson enclose the
building, supporting a sweeping, golden-tiled roof. As
intended, the serried ranks of triangular skylights are
reminiscent of the scaly hide of a dragon.

“This new terminal is the largest and most advanced
airport building in the world —a celebration of the thrill
and poetry of flight,” says Sir Norman. “It communicates
a unique sense of place, its dragon-like form evoking
traditional Chinese colours and symbols.”

Beijing’s Terminal 3 will also be one of the world’s more
environmentally-friendly airport buildings, designed to
accommodate the seasonal vagaries of the weather.
The skylights of the terminal roof will allow the sun
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Triangular skylights
along the curved
roof are suggestive
of scales on a
dragon’s back
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“This new terminal will set global standards for (below)
sustainability, operational efficiency and positive XIERN
passenger experience,” says Michael Kwok of Arup, (EMRIE) M2 -
the British firm responsible for overseeing the EL“E':FEH(J
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contractors and suppliers bears testament to the
common goal of achieving a world-class facility for
China and for the 2008 Olympic Games.”

Most major carriers, including Dragonair and
Cathay Pacific, moved to Terminal 3 at the end
of March along with their check-in counters.
For passengers of these airlines, the high-tech ex-
perience will continue when an express line link-
ing Beijing Capital International Airport with
downtown opens soon. Driverless trains will

whisk flyers to and from the city centre in

Photos: top row, from skylights: Courtesy of Nigel Young/Foster + Partners; Alfred Cheng Jin
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just 15 minutes.





