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Quyen Van Minh’s
parents were both
professional
musicians

Quyen Van Minh
WRBHATER
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Minh’s Jazz Club
draws a crowd in
the Old Quarter

IR ERER
Minh's Jazz Club
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* TEXT/3X DANIEL ALLEN
S/E JULIAN ABRAM WAINWRIGHT

The “grandfather of Vietnamese jazz" is ensuring N
Hanoi’s vibrant music scene has a growing audience
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ANOI NATIVE Quyen Van Minh recalls
a time when jazz was strictly taboo in

Vietnam. “People thought | was crazy
to learn jazz. It was just after the war
with the US and playing that kind of
music was considered seditious. | had to practise in
secret.” Despite numerous challenges, however, Minh,
now in his mid 50s, has successfully and virtually single-
handedly catapulted the jazz genre to mainstream in
the Vietnamese capital.

Driven by passionate artists such as Minh — known
affectionately in Hanoi jazz circles as the “grandfather
of Vietnamese jazz” — and a new generation of young
players who have honed their musical skills in a more
liberal artistic environment, Hanoi’s jazz scene is steadily
diversifying. Locals, expats and visiting jazz lovers have
an ever-expanding range of venues in which to indulge
their passion, with Hanoi musicians increasingly feted at
home and abroad for their unique East-West harmonies,
rhythms and chords.

Minh’s family has a rich musical heritage. His father worked
as a musician playing guitar and saxophone, although in
Minh’s early years he had to take a job as a taxi driver to
put food on the table. Minh’s mother was a professional
singer who worked for the Voice of Vietnam radio station,
but gave up after Minh was born. Minh’s son, Quyen Thien
Dac, is also a very talented jazz musician, having studied
at the renowned Berklee College of Music in Boston, and
often accompanies his father on stage.

In 1997 Minh opened Minh’s Jazz Club in the Old
Quarter, Hanoi’s cultural heart beside Hoan Kiem Lake.
The place quickly became a magnet for Vietnamese jazz
players of all ages, as well as hosting many celebrated
international artists such as Herbie Hancock and Nguyen
Le. “For a long time I'd dreamed of owning a place where
there was live jazz every night and where people of
many countries could come, talk and have a good time,”
says Minh. “There’s no snobbishness here — the club is
a place for all jazz lovers.”

Minh is not the only high-profile Vietnamese jazz
player whose musical résumé has been strongly
influenced by Vietnam’s 20th-century history. Born in
Paris in 1959 to émigré Vietnamese parents, Nguyen Le
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Quyen Thien Dac
(above left) performs
as his father's club
(above right)
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Nguyen Le (below)
fuses American jazz
with traditional
Vietnamese music
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has developed a reputation as one of the world’s most
creative jazz players, fusing classical American jazz
tunes with traditional Vietnamese music.

On tour in 2004, Le’s four concerts in the Hanoi and Ho
Chi Minh opera houses quickly sold out. “I was surprised
to see that there were as many traditional musicians
as young rockers in the audience,” says Paris-based Le.
“I'm glad that my music, performed from a foreign Viet-
namese perspective, is bringing together two different
local communities which don’t usually interact.”

After visiting Hanoi in 2000 and playing at Minh’s
Jazz Club, Le was surprised by the country’s burgeon-
ing jazz scene. “Back then | heard some very talented
young Vietnamese musicians. It was great to see, hear

and feel their passion. | can’'t wait to hear this new
generation as they mature,” he says. A new generation of Le/ 20004 ZIFH)AA » ZEMinh’s Jazz ClubEZ% -

Quyen Van Minh s inspiring other jazz players by teach- J:}CZIZ E;iyggiée“tertai" HHPBE TR R MERE 0B - THRRE

ing at the Hanoi National Conservatory of Music. Many i BRHE - LERERDNEEURTLEA HALEH
of his best students showcase their skills on stage with g?;;aéféﬁég BREMRZEMMANAL ENFEIURBRESE
him. Nguyen Bao Long, a saxophonist and former pupil, - i LOFT LT BRI <

says the late American jazz great John Coltrane and Minh Quyen Van MinhREMIEANELBRAREL

have been his inspiration. “Now | teach saxophone at an FLY WITH US 2. hFmf LR ERERMERASMEK -2LR
international school in Hanoi,” he says. “l try to inspire FNguyen Bao LongIEEHFz— IR RMIinhHE
the next generation as my idols once inspired me.” %EE&E*E BB LR KA ohn ColtraneEH 2 W BEERD - f
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Another venue helping to elevate young Vietnamese

jazz players is I-Box, overlooking Hoan Kiem Lake. It

hosts live jazz every Friday night. “We get people of . BEEIERMAI-Box BIERER BRE—BEEELE

all ages and nationalities coming here to listen to jazz,” :;ag:t‘g:::"z‘oos MAERTELAENS - |-BoxBEALR LHFERS

says assistant manager Le Quoi Dong. Dragonair fiies ’ B %R)E ABEAE Le Quoi Dong®x: "ARE
“The business side of jazz in Vietnamremainsachal-  daily to Hanoi B BN EARRERREE 5 -

lenge,” says Minh. “However, 'm sure Hanoi's jazz buzz ~ stasgsz=eh20084F &% Minh&®x5: "TEREBLRFA—PILER T8

can lead to a more lucrative jazz industry here—it'sjust ~ 10828H#E - EH1Y MEINAZEH —ENRE - K6 LU S T 20F2R

amatter of time.” R YIRIETA B REHETEREANTE B REARS

CATHAY PACIFIC HOLIDAYS 3 DAYS/2 NIGHTS HANOI STANDARD PACKAGE FROM HK$4,190

B3 A2 AR AR ER M4, 1908 T

CHOICE OF HOTELS: DEPARTURE PERIOD: o 15 A IE R B FAREE X AR TS
« Hanoi Daewoo Hotel Now to 31 December, 2008 (departs daily). * E&EMEEEEER
« Sheraton Hanoi Hotel R =1=0
* Other five-star luxury hotels For booking and enquiries, please contact ~ * ARIE(RER

Cathay Holidays Limited on +852 2747 4388 * #5%1,044 + IRiEFESE2,000 =
PACKAGE PRICE INCLUDES: or visit www.cxholidays.com. 3,044 "ETMERE ) 2H

 Round-trip Economy Class flight on
Cathay Pacific Airways/Partner airlines'’  Cathay Holidays Limited and Asia Miles tHEEEH -

joint services terms and conditions apply. FRENH#EZ2008F12A310 (RRHH)
 Round-trip private-car transfer between Licence No.: 352024

airport and hotel BN EN AN EERFBRERAE
« Two consecutive nights’ accommodation jE[EREEE : +852 2747 4388 * X BB

at your chosen hotel  Hanoi Daewoo Hotel www.cxholidays.com °
» Daily breakfast * Sheraton Hanoi Hotel
« Travel insurance o B R E4HE EZERBABRASIR "HiMEEE
« Tickets: 1,044 + Package: 2,000 = SRR B AR AR

3,044 Asia Miles IFREEEREE hEBRSRES © 352024
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Property photo: Hoang Dinh Nam - AFP/Getty Images

Where to go

Minh’s Jazz Club

Located in the Old Quarter, close
to Hoan Kiem Lake, Minh’s is the
place to hear live Vietnamese jazz,
with great performances every
night. Minh is usually there and
frequently gets up on stage to join
the jamming. Many people return
to this jazz club simply because of
Minh, who usually visits every table
to chat with guests. The club has
an extensive food and drinks menu
with Western and Asian dishes,
beers, wines and cocktails.
31Luong Van Can,

Hoan Kiem,

Hanoi

S
# ..!_'_Tfhnll_thazz Club

+84 43828 7890
www.minhjazzvietnam.com
Restaurant: 10am — midnight
Live music: 9pm-11:30pm
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Minh’s Jazz Club
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31Luong Van Can,

Hoan Kiem, Hanoi

+84 438287890
www.minhjazzvietnam.com
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I-Box Bar & Café
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32 Le Thai To,

Hoan Kiem, Hanoi

+84 4 3828 8820

BEEERE:
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'V' ietnam’s economy is booming. “With
an annual growth rate of about
8 percent over the past few years,
Vietnam is one of the most dynamic
countries in the world right now,” says
Etienne Laumonier of international
law firm Gide Loyrette Nouel in Hanoi.
“Attracting record investment from many
multinational and regional companies,
the country is close on the heels of its
powerful neighbours, China and India.
Hanoi is not only the political centre of
the country, but also an ever-developing
financial and economic centre.”

The growth has been underpinned by
market deregulation, stable politics and
rising consumer spending. Admission to
the World Trade Organization last year
has effected faster foreign trade and
capital flows; by the middle of 2008 more
than US$30 billion had been committed
by offshore investors, with approximately
half channelled into real estate and indus-
trial investments.

Consulting firm A. T. Kearney recognised
Vietnam as the most attractive retail mar-
ket in the world in its 2008 Global Retail
Development Index. However, 2008 has
been a volatile year for the Vietnamese
real-estate market. Kate Symons, Head
of Corporate Communications at Savills
Vietnam in Hanoi says: “The credit crunch
forced banks to limit lending and demand
for property dropped. Developers were

also hindered by increasing construction
costs caused by high inflation and higher
land costs. Mortgages are at double-digit
rates. But there is still strong demand in the
market for luxury property, with overseas

investors very keen on making purchases”

Typifying the capital’s burgeoning luxury
property market is the Keangnam Hanoi
Landmark Tower, which, at 336 metres,
will be Vietnam?s tallest building when it is
completed in 2010.

Keangnam, one of the most prolific and
experienced South Korean construction
companies, is investing about US$500
million in the USS$1.05-billion project.
The main 70-storey tower will house the
InterContinental Hanoi Landmark luxury
hotel, serviced residences, offices and
a shopping centre, while two additional
apartment towers will contain 900 luxury
apartments — of which nearly half have
been sold.
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I-Box Bar & Café
Sophisticated restaurant and bar
on Hoan Kiem Lake offering an
extensive drinks and food menu.
Dishes are a mix of Western and
Vietnamese — favourites include
the succulent Australian tenderloin
steak, roasted lamb with thyme
sauce and Norwegian salmon
steak. There is a comprehensive
wine list and the cocktails are also
worth sampling. Live jazz is played
most Wednesdays and Fridays.
32 Le Thai To,

Hoan Kiem, Hanoi

+84 4 3828 8820

Restaurant: 8am-late

M Secret Café

This multi-level restaurant close
to Hoan Kiem Lake has live music
every night. Extensive menu
features a mix of Western and
Vietnamese cuisine — lamb ribs
with salad and rice with stir-fried
squid are favourites. Wednesday
and Friday are jazz nights, with a
spectacular flamenco performance
on Saturdays.

64 Nguyen Du,

Hoan Kiem, Hanoi

+84 4 3214 4533
http://minhnam.net
Restaurant: 7am-1lpm

Live music: 8:30pm-10:30pm

M Secret-Café

M Secret Café
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64 Nguyen Du,

Hoan Kiem, Hanoi

+84 43214 4533
http://minhnam.net
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PARTY ON OR ENJOY A NIGHT AT THE OPERA #®&=E{KE {5REEFIFEX L

hile Hanoi's nightlife still has some
way to go before it rivals that of
London, Tokyo, or Ho Chi Minh City, there’s
plenty to do for those looking to wind
down after a hard day’s sightseeing or party
the night away until the midnight curfew.
Driven by the growing number of resi-
dent expats, a decent bar scene is rapidly
developing in the capital, mostly in the
Old Quarter and around Hoan Kiem Lake.
Check out Le Maquis Bar (2A Ta Hien
Street, Hoan Kiem +84 4 3928 2618), Funky
Buddha (2 Ta Hien Street, Hoan Kiem,
+84 91 488 6689), or any of the bars on
Hang Hang Street off Hoan Kiem Lake.
The former is a stylish, French-owned bar
offering varieties of Vietnamese rice wine
(plus wines, beers and cocktails), while
the dancefloor of Funky Buddha attracts
a young, mixed crowd enjoying varied
theme nights.

A more authentic, alfresco nightlife
experience can be enjoyed on bia hoi
(draught beer) corner, on the intersection
of Ta Hien and Luong Ngoc Quyen, where
locals and tourists quaff copious quanti-
ties of beer from late afternoon onwards.
It'’s a good place to meet young Hanoians
eager to practise their language skills.

Bobby Chinn on Hoan Kiem Lake
(1 Ba Trieu Street, www.bobbychinn.com)
offers a slower, sophisticated scene, and
often has live music. After relaxing over
tapas in one of the secluded, silk-screened
booths, thoselookingforanevenmellower
experience can smoke one of the Egyp-
tian-style hookahs.

The Sofitel Metropole’s La Terrassa
sidewalk bar (15 Ngo Quyen Street) is also
a nice place for an early evening cocktail.

For a more cultured evening in the
capital the Hanoi Opera House (1 Trang
Tien Street, +84 4 3933 0T13) regularly hosts
performances by local and international
artists. The Thang Long Water Puppet
Theatre is also worth a visit and conducts
regular evening per-
formances. (57B Dinh
Tien Hoang Street,
+84 4 3824 9494,
www.thanglongwater

puppet.org).

Thang Long Water
Puppet Theatre
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